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LEE MINGWEI: THE MOVING GARDEN

NGV International | 15 October 2016 — 29 Jan 2017 | Free entry

28 SEPTEMBER 2016: Tens of thousands of flowers will be
gifted between strangers as part of Taiwanese-American artist
Lee Mingwei’s The Moving Garden, opening at the National
Gallery of Victoria on 15 October 2016. Lee is internationally
recognised as one of the leading creators of art which invites
audience patrticipation, and this acclaimed artwork will create
unexpected encounters for visitors to the gallery.

Lee says of the work, ‘In this project | present a space with
beautiful, fresh flowers. Museum guests are invited to take one
of these flowers with them when they leave the museum, if they
will agree to do two things: first, to make a detour from their
intended route when leaving the museum for their next
destination; second, along this detour, to give the flower to a
stranger who they feel would benefit from this unexpected act of
generosity.’

: ' Tony Ellwood, Director, NGV, said, ‘Lee’s artwork inspires
contemplatlon of social themes like trust and self-awareness, by encouraging one-on-one
interactions between strangers. The Moving Garden will also challenge the traditional relationship
between art and audience, with each flower picked adding the story of the participant to that of
the artwork.’

Lee Mingwei received an MFA from Yale University in 1997, and has held solo exhibitions
internationally including at the Whitney Museum of American Art, Museum of Modern Art and the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum.

Leading Melbourne florist Flowers Vasette has partnered with the NGV to provide 1,000 fresh
flowers for each of the 106 days of the exhibition, totalling 106,000 flowers.

This exhibition is part of the inaugural Asia TOPA: Asia-Pacific Triennial of Performing Arts.

Lee Mingwei: The Moving Garden will be on display at NGV International from 15 October 2016 —
29 January 2017. Open daily, 10am-5pm. Entry is free.
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PUBLIC PROGRAM

International Artist Talk: Lee Mingwei

Sat 15 Oct, 2pm

Taiwanese-American artist Lee Mingwei creates participatory installations that explore trust,
intimacy and self-awareness. His works invite audiences to play a role and use everyday interactions
in powerful ways, evident in The Moving Garden where Lee encourages NGV visitors to create new,
unexpected encounters through the gift of flowers. Hear more about The Moving Garden and Lee
Mingwei’s highly acclaimed body of work in this International Artist Talk.

Speaker Lee Mingwei, artist

Cost Free, bookings not required

Venue Federation Court, Ground level, NGV International

-ends-

The NGV is extremely grateful to Principal Partner Flowers Vasette, Major Supporters Krystyna Campbell-
Pretty and Jennifer Lempriere and Supporters Janet Whiting AM and Phil Lukies.
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Image caption:

Lee Mingwei, The Moving Garden, 2009/2014, mixed media interactive installation, granite, fresh
flowers, 1200 x 134 x 60 cm, Installation view at Lee Mingwei and His Relations, Mori Art Museum,
Tokyo, 2014, Photo: Yoshitsugu Fuminari, courtesy of Mori Art Museum
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