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David Shrigley: Life and Life Drawing presents new and recent work by the Glasgow-based artist, who has developed a cult following for his stripped back, darkly humorous and deliberately simple drawings that explore existential dramas and human dysfunction.

The exhibition includes drawings, paintings, sculpture, animated videos, artist’s books and multiples, and a new sculptural commission for NGV International’s Waterwall titled General Store. The artist’s tragicomic sense of humour lies at the heart of these works, which reflect on the banality and absurdity of everyday life and objects.

Shrigley was born in Macclesfield, England, in 1968, and lives and works in Glasgow. He studied at the Glasgow School of Art, graduating in 1991. Shrigley has published more than forty books to date, including What the Hell Are You Doing?: The Essential David Shrigley (2010), How Are You Feeling? (2012) and, most recently, Weak Messages Create Bad Situations: A Manifesto (2014). A new publication, David Shrigley: The Life Model, has been published to coincide with this exhibition.

Shrigley was a finalist in the 2013 Turner Prize following his critically acclaimed retrospective exhibition Brain Activity at the Hayward Gallery, London, in 2012, and was recently awarded the prestigious Fourth Plinth Commission, to be unveiled in Trafalgar Square, London, in 2016. 

David SHRIGLEY
English 1968–

First Gallery Space
Left
It’s ok 2014
synthetic polymer paint on plywood, powder coated steel armature
30.0 x 30.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 

Untitled 2014
synthetic polymer paint on existing wall
300.0 x 450.0 cm 
courtesy of the artist 

Eggs 2011
glazed earthenware
(1-12) 60.0 x 35.0 x 35.0 (variable) (installation)
courtesy of the artist 

Lightswitch 2007
black and white video, sound, 1 min 29 sec (looped)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen

Ones 2009
black and white video, sound,  3 min 9 sec (looped)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen


Middle

The artist 2014
robot, motor, photographic paper, pen, wig
(a) 18.0 x 35.0 x 35.0 cm (robot)
(b-e) 300.0 x 300.0 cm (sheet) (each)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Right

Deniz USTER
Turkish 1981–, works in Scotland 2008–
Untitled 2014
pencil on paper
42.0 x 29.7 cm (sheet)
courtesy of the artist

Way out 2014
LEDs, synthetic polymer resin, powder coated steel 
30.0 x 25.0 x 16.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 

Napping station 2014
woollen blankets, mattress, cushion
dimensions variable
courtesy of the artist


Untitled drawings 2004–14
inkjet prints, wheat paste
330.0 x 1450.0 cm (overall)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York, BQ, Berlin, and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen

Sleep 2008
black and white video, sound, 8 min (looped)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen

The artist 2012
black and white video, sound, 2 min 24 sec
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen

Wild dogs 2014
synthetic polymer paint on plywood, powder coated steel armature
30.0 x 42.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 

The letter 2010
black and white video, sound, 2 min 4 sec
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen


Second gallery space
Left

Untitled 2014
synthetic polymer paint on existing wall
300.0 x 450.0 cm 
courtesy of the artist 

Beginning, middle and end 2009
unfired clay
500.0 x 500.0 cm (variable) (installation)
Statens Museum for Kunst, Copenhagen

The spectre 2014
wooden plinth, coloured crayon, fibre-tipped pen, ink, coloured pencil on paper
78.0 x 120.0 x 120.0 (plinth)
29.7 x 21.0 cm (sheets) (each)
450.0 x 800.0 x 650.0 cm (installation)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London and BQ, Berlin

Lady taking a poop 2013
bronze
48.3 x 24.1 x 30.5 cm
courtesy of the artist and Anton Kern Gallery, New York

Deniz USTER
Turkish 1981–, works in Scotland 2008–
Making the black dot 2014
pencil on paper  
42.0 x 29.7cm (sheet)
courtesy of the artist

Words 2014
LEDs, synthetic polymer resin, powder coated steel 
14.0 x 55.0 x 16.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 

Traffic lights 2013
traffic light and hole in existing wall
40.0 x 20.0 x 15.0 cm (traffic light)
70.0 x 50.0 (hole in wall)
Collection of Laing and Kathleen Brown, Vancouver, courtesy of Anton Kern Gallery, New York

Black dot 2014
synthetic polymer paint on existing wall
dimensions variable
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Middle

Untitled drawings 2004–14
inkjet prints, wheat paste
450.0 x 900.0 cm (overall)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, Anton Kern Gallery, New York, BQ, Berlin, and Galleri Nicolai Wallner, Copenhagen

Don’t write poems 2014
synthetic polymer paint on plywood, powder coated steel armature
30.0 x 36.5 cm
courtesy of the artist 

Right
Gate (to be kept shut) 2014
mild steel
295.8 x 180.5 x 4.0 cm 
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Life model 2012
polyester, robotics, bucket, water, chairs, easels, pencils, pastels, charcoal, fibre-tipped pens
270.0 x 120.0 x 120.0 cm (sculpture)
450.0 x 930.0 x 1480.0 cm (installation)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Traffic lights 2013
traffic light and hole in existing wall
40.0 x 20.0 x 15.0 cm (traffic light)
70.0 x 50.0 (hole in wall)
Collection of Laing and Kathleen Brown, Vancouver, courtesy of Anton Kern Gallery, New York

A burden 2012
nylon, cotton, velcro, plastic, steel
218.4 x 101.6 x 127.0 cm
courtesy of the artist and Anton Kern Gallery, New York


Deniz USTER
Turkish 1981–, works in Scotland 2008–
Untitled 2014
pencil on paper
42.0 x 29.7 cm (sheet)
courtesy of the artist 

The light touches you 2014
LEDs, synthetic polymer resin, powder coated steel 
45.0 x 40.0 x 16.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 

Untitled 2014
synthetic polymer paint on paper
(1-16) 153.0 x 111.0 cm (each) 
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London



General Store

General Store 2014
synthetic polymer paint, synthetic polymer resin, pine, plywood, glass, metal, artist’s archive of ephemera, multiples, limited edition books, T-shirts, merchandise
300.0 x 550.0 x 800.0 cm (installation)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Subtractor 2013
powder coated steel, screen printed plastic keys, LEDs
59.0 x 40.5 x 5.0 cm
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Brass tooth 2009
polished brass, wooden box
14.0 x 8.0 x 6.0 cm 
courtesy the artist and The Multiple Store, London

Start/Finish 2014
black and white video, sound, 1 min 39 sec (looped)
courtesy of the artist and Stephen Friedman Gallery, London

Butterflies 2014
synthetic polymer paint on plywood, powder coated steel armature
30.0 x 41.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 


Exibition 2014
neon
dimensions variable
courtesy of the artist 

Stop making art 2014
synthetic polymer paint on plywood, powder coated steel armature
42.0 x 30.0 cm
courtesy of the artist 
 









